
Environmental Justice Focused Meeting
April 8, 2026



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ Presentation (15 minutes)

» Overview of Modesto 2050

» Environmental Justice Element

» Senate Bill 1000

» Disadvantaged Communities

» Opportunities to Participate

▪ Questions & Answers (20 minutes)

▪ Small-Group Discussions (1 hour)

▪ Reports Back & Next Steps (20 minutes)

Meeting Overview



Modesto 2050
Overview



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Modesto 2050
 Our City. Our Future.

A “blueprint” for future growth

▪ Comprehensive update to the General 
Plan

▪ “Blueprint” for future growth

» Establishes citywide vision and supporting 
goals, policies, and actions

» Provides consistent direction for future 
development

» Balances growth, conservation, and quality 
of life



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Components of New General Plan
▪ Required Topics:

» Land Use

» Circulation

» Housing*

» Open Space

» Conservation

» Safety

» Noise

» Air Quality

» Environmental Justice
*The Housing Element is on a separate timeline, as required by State law, and will not 
be covered in the General Plan Update

▪ Optional Topics to be Included:

» Economic Development

» Community Facilities & Services



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ General Plan Briefing Book: 2022

▪ Vulnerability Assessment: 2022

▪ Visioning Outreach & Development: 2022 – 2023

▪ Land Use Alternatives Workshops: Fall 2024

▪ Preferred Land Use Alternative Open Houses: 
December 2025

▪ Preferred Land Use Alternative Joint City Council 
& Planning Commission Meeting: March 18th 

▪ Policy Open Houses: April 1st & 2nd 

Work to Date



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

General Plan Timeline

Current phase focus is to develop key General Plan policies that:
▪ Implement proposed goals

▪ Support the planned land uses

▪ Reflect the community’s vision

▪ Fill gaps in the existing policy framework

Current 
Phase



Environmental Justice 
Element



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Environmental Justice Element

What is Environmental Justice?

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of people of 
all races, cultures, incomes, and national origins, with respect 
to the development, adoption, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.
         California Government Code Section 65040.12(E)

High Pollution 
Burden

Vulnerable 
Population

Disadvantaged 
Community



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Environmental Justice Element - 
Senate Bill 1000
▪ In disadvantaged communities:

» Reduce pollution exposure & improve air quality

» Promote public facilities

» Promote healthy food access 

» Promote safe & sanitary homes

» Promote physical activity

▪ Engage the community in decision-making

▪ Prioritize improvements & programs that 
address needs in disadvantaged communities



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ The State of California provides guidance to identify disadvantaged communities 
based on several indicators related to:

» Pollution Burdens: 
• Exposures
• Environmental Effects

» Population Characteristics: 
• Sensitive Populations
• Socioeconomic Factors

▪ Senate Bill 1000 also allows local jurisdictions to map disadvantaged 
communities themselves by considering:

» Where are low-income areas or vulnerable populations?
» Which of those areas are disproportionately impacted by environmental pollution or other 

hazards? 

Identifying Disadvantaged Communities



CalEnviroScreen 4.0 

Disadvantaged Communities



Draft CalEnviroScreen 5.0 

Disadvantaged Communities



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ Stanislaus Sustainable Communities
Coalition (SSCC)

▪ Policy recommendations

» Informed by CA General Plans, SB 1000 criteria, 
& resident engagement

▪ Next Steps

» Feedback from Policy community meetings 
and this report will be consulted when drafting 
new Environmental Justice polices

Environmental Justice Recommendations 
Report



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Example Recommendations
Environmental Justice Topic Example SSCC Policy Recommendation

Civic Engagement Keep the Website up to Date and Easy to Navigate. Ensure that 
the City's website is easy to navigate for all users, that it is available in 
multiple languages, and that the calendar of City meetings and 
events is kept up to date.

Addressing Local Needs Bi-annual Review of Environmental Justice Element. Require a 
review of the implementation of the Environmental Justice Element, 
once every two years, to monitor progress on goals, policies, and 
implementation of programs and actions. Provide this information 
to disadvantaged communities in appropriate languages by mail 
and at events.

Pollution & Air Quality Increase Active Transportation Along Public Transportation 
Routes. Prioritize investments in projects that encourage increased 
use of active transportation along public transportation routes in 
disadvantaged communities. This can include building and / or 
improving bicycle and pedestrian facilities.



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Example Recommendations
Environmental Justice Topic Example SSCC Policy Recommendation

Public Facilities Funding and Financing. Support funding and financing 
mechanisms to provide and enhance community-desired public 
facilities and services in disadvantaged communities.

Food Access Food Assistance Usage. Food Assistance Usage. Promote efforts to 
expand usage of food assistance benefits (e.g., CalFresh, WIC, and 
Market Match) at farmers’ markets, farm stands, and community-
supported agriculture sources to help increase the purchasing 
power of low-income residents.

Safe & Sanitary Homes Accessory Dwelling Units. Encourage and facilitate the provision of 
accessory and junior accessory dwelling units in existing and new 
development as a form of multigenerational housing.

Physical Activity Update Existing Facilities. Ensure that all City parks and open 
spaces are safe for resident use by assessing and retrofitting existing 
facilities with adequate lighting, playground equipment, bathroom 
amenities, adequate drainage, and green space.



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ Visit the project website: 
gp2050.modestogov.com

» Sign up for the mailing list
» See project updates & upcoming events

▪ Fill out a comment card

▪ Email GP-
Modesto2050@modestogov.com, 
or scan the QR Code

Opportunities to Participate



Questions and Answers



Discussion Questions



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

1. What do you see as the key environmental justice issues in Modesto related to the SB 
1000 topics (see list in agenda)? Are there additional issues that you would like the 
General Plan to address?

2. What are ways that the City can be most helpful or effective in responding to those 
issues?

3. Where are disadvantaged communities in Modesto? Are there areas missing in the 
CalEnviroScreen maps, or should any areas be removed? 

4. Are there any other general populations vulnerable to environmental justice issues in 
Modesto that you would like to see special policy considerations for?

5. What are the best ways to engage disadvantaged communities in Modesto? And should 
we consider using a different term to characterize these communities? If so, what term 
would you suggest?

Discussion Questions



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

▪ Choose a representative from your 
small group

▪ Report back to the larger group:

» Brief summary of small group 
discussion

» Key points, takeaways, questions

Reports Back



Next Steps



Modesto 2050 General Plan Update

Next Steps
▪ 2026: The General Plan team will review community feedback 

and prepare the draft General Plan and Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)

▪ 2027: General Plan Adoption

▪ Sign up to be notified of upcoming events: 
gp2050.modestogov.com



Thank you
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